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FIGHTING CUBA,

— e ———

The General Aspect of the
Cuban Question.

FROM DEFENSIVE TO OFFENSIVE WAR.

Force in the Towns Against Despera-
tion in the Woods.

DESERTIONS BY THE VOLURNTEZRS.

An Indefinite Prolongation of the War Under
Its Present Conditions.

To THE EMTOR OF THE HERALD :—

The great dificulty in the way of 8 satisfactory
review of the affuirs of Caba les in their complex-
ily. 8o lnterwoven are wrongs and rights that It
1 tmpossible to do justice, full and complete, to one
class without InMeung hardship or even injustice
on somo (nterests that it 18 the daty of all govern-
ments to protect. The partisans of the varlous
fuctions are generally convenlently blind to all but
their own special Interests, and would fain con-
vinoe the stranger of the uiter wickedness and bad
faith of thewr opnomnents, so that the means of
forming jast appreciations can only be aequired by
& very iutimate acquaintance with the inhabitants
and their mode of thought, To fnd a remedy for

the anarchy in which Coba has been for years |
plunged otfers diMeulties that can only be success. |

fully grappled with by the highest order of
statesmanship, unless the Gordian  Enot
can  be cut by gome  herole  poliey.
1l armed and without proper supplies of ammuni-
tion, the Cubans from the outset of the war were
unable to meet the Spanish army in the open
feld, and It was necessity as much as cholce that
indnced them to abandon regulsr operations and
have recourse to guerlila warfare, for which the
diMicult nature of the country afords unosual
facllities, The want of military education among
the Caban chiers, ag well as the discouragement of
constans fallure in important operations, led the
insurgents to limit thelir efforts to a atrictly defen-
sive attitude. This mistaken poliey scon redueced
them to the greatest misery and the want of even
the most common necessaries of life, Those who
aurvived this defensive policy wandered about llke
famishied wolves, and, driven by want, they began
i series of attacks on the towns in the possession
of the Spantards, An amount of suceess acarcely
looked for avtended these offensive operations. 1t
was soon discovered that not alone were muni-
tions and provisions obtalned iu these expedi-
tions, but that vhe Spanish forces, harassea by
their efTorts to defend extensive lines, were no
longer abie to carry on the active ofensive opera-
tions irom which the Cubans had suffered 8o much
in the first pertod of the war, The discontent,

too, of the Couan population wias intensified
by the necessary rigor of the precaotionary
measures taken by the garrisons and tne

interruption and loss caused by the enterprises of
the inaurgents. Up w0 this time it had been com-
paratively safe to be loysl to Spaln, and that large
mass o1 the poovulation which is indifferent to po-
Htioal guestions, and only desires security, hua
ranged itself under the Spanish flag. The new
policy of the insurgents changed the situstion.
It was now necessary to flght sod sulfer, and a
large number of the volunteers began to think they
might as well fight for Cuba a8 for Spain.

teer posts and the jnsurgents, The result has been
the desertion of whole camps to the Uubuans.
Since January, 1873, more thon 2.000 volonteers
have deserted, with
gravity of this disamection will oe understood

when It i3 considered that, without these
Irregulars, toe Spauish troops conld scarcely
carry on the war. The volunteers seldom

show much stomach for fighting. yet the services
they render a8 scouts and guides are of the first
lmportance. It mus: be Képt well in mind that 1o
Cuba there are two classes of volunteers, the Cuo-
ban and Spanish. The latter are best kKnown fo
the world by thetr insubordination and blood-
thirstiness, Thoeir fame rests on the massucre of
unoffending epectators in the Havana theatres ana
the cold-blooded assassination of schoolboys.
Their valor, however, has never gone farther, and
ap to the present their patriotism has not been
sufelently prononnced to induece them to take the
fleld against the |osurgents. The Unban volun-
teers, on the contrary, are chiefly recroited from
the peasantry or =mall farmers, log hombres del
pampo, a8 toey are called, and act as irregular
troops, doing the scouting and really the most
effective part of the fighting against their country-
men. For the most part they are ex.rebels, or
men who have surrepdered and been pardoned
on coudition of serving as soldlers. They are very
badly paid and worse treated by the spanish auv-

thorities, who look on them with dislike sod sos- |

picion at the same time that they are used to huut

down the insurgents on all occasions. They
serve, however, more from fear than from
love, and the Imajority are in sympathy

while a large proportion are even in direct com-
muanication with tne insorgents, whom they sup-
ply with provisions and awmuonition. During the
firat years ol the war these men belleved that (v
wad lmpoasible to resist the Spaplards, and, de-
siring the restoration of peace, they really foughe
bitterly agaiust their late comrades; but the il
treatment to which they have been subjected and
the couviction that bus now takep root iu the
Cuban mind that Spain cannot put down the in-
surrection induce them to throw iu thelr fortunes
with their fellow countrymen, whom they have
valnly striven to conquer. If the disaffection
should continue to spread, and the whole or the
majority of the Cuban volunteers armed and
equipped by Spaln shonld throw themselves into
the atruggle, the suceess of the Cuban revolurion
would be assured. The reinforcements already
drawn from this source during the cuarrent year
und the successful landing of two distinet expedi-
tions have placed the msurgents in a position 1o
carry on the war with vigor for the next four
years, The chief difficulty in the beginning was
toe want of arme und ammamtion, This, com-
bined  with ignoranece of the most
roles ol  war, moede the Cubans an easy
prey for their enemies. Now tne conditions
are changed, as the Cubans are now the veterans,
while the Spanish regimients are largely made up
ofrecruits. It ls estimated by the Spunish staff
that more than 6,000 oMcers and over 100,000 sol-
diers have perished during the war, A& the nume-
ber of disabled and discharged bus to be added to
these figures It may be judged that the Spanish
Arimy I8 largely composed of raw matorial. It re
maing (o be seen whether Spain will contnue to
supply the never-ceasing demands for wen to re.
plaee the lallen; but It I8 probabile thar if (e
armed volunteers continue to abandon the Spanih
flagr all the sacrifioes that Spain may wake in the
end will prove nscless,

Ihe insurgents aepend more on the dighearten-
ing effects ol this wortality to termunate the war
tnan on driving the Spaniards away by foree of

wrms, ‘They believe that as St. Domingo was
ubindoned because it was found impogsible to dis-
pose of an enemy who would neither fight decisive
buttles nor lay down thelr arms, so Spamn will
eventually begome convineed of the uselessness of
Whether ths
correct remaing to be

the sneritices she s now making.
roasoning  whl prove
seen, but It {8 certun 1bhat Spain can only put

down the insurrection by immense sacrifices of

men and money. Indeed, owing to the extremely
diflicult nature of the country, 1t 18 open 1o doubt
whether ghe could put down the jusurgents at
prosent in tho Geld Within ten yeacs, The Eastern
Department is almost wholly [ost to Spain, as her
power & only respected withid lier camps and
forts. In the open country everything Tias been

laid waste, and the insurgent bands wander about

#om plautskon W plautuson lu search of 1004

Rela- |
tions were established between the outlying volun- |

arms and muoitions. The |

pri®muary |

NEW YORK

HERALD, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1873—QUADRUPLE SHEET.

when not engaged m aolive bos'illitles, A good
deal of blame bas been thrown on the Cubans lor
the burming of the plunvations, bul from thr
polut of view the burning is defensible, and even
necessary, Tnoy srgue that so long as the Span
lards And 1t profitable to romaln in Cuba the war
will pe continued, but that i7 the Spanish nation
wus  compelled to find the mouney a8 woll

w8 the men hostilfties wonld soon cease.
The chief sources of revenue are the
sugar and coffed Industries, and there-

fore the Cubans burn down the crops and the
mills 30 that neither profit nor revenne MAy accrue
to the Spaniards, There {8 also the additional res-
son ehat every abandoned plantation becomesa
magazine of provisions to the Cubuns, 43 owing to
the wonderful fertiiivy of the soll, the crops grow
yoar aiter year, though in diminished quantities,
without eare from tne hand of man, It is owing,
in great part, to this pecullar fecundity that the
insurrection has becn able (o survive the crushing
blows inficted in the drst years of the war, Every
effort was made, and contluues to be made, to de-
slroy the means of subsistence of the nsurgents;
buk it is shmply 1088 of time, It 18 troe that tem-
porary inconvenienes may sometimes be caused by
culting down the banana trees and burning the
sugar canes; but all these grow agaln, better and
richer lor their temporary dessruction. The varieties
of rool lood, the yam, cossave, sweel potiloes, &o.,
are very numeroas, and a8 thoy grow for years
without care, and many of them ave in an abso-
lutely wild stute, the supply of provisions 13 nor
likely ever to give our, These are supplemented
by beuns and other vegetables of quick growth.
In order to prevent in future even temporary
want, the Cuban government has given orders for
the estabilsbment of farms in gonuection with all
the camps and in the recessea ol the woods, so
that, in case of retreat, the forees may always lind
an ample supply of food at hand, Infact, steps are
being taken to sustain the war indefiuitely, ir the
Spaniards persist in bolding the island, The
poley of destroying the plantations and towns
will be more rigorously carried ount than
ever, so that no Spanish seltlement may exist
in the interior. This policy 18 the result of the ex.
perience drawn from the offensive operations In
the beglouing of the year, which have led to the
abandonment of many posts and small towns in
the interior by the Spaniards, who for saiety have
been obliged to concentrate their lorecs, ana are
almost wholly on the defensive. The military
aspect of the Cuban strugyle has this year under-
gone a most unfaverable change ao far aa Bpanish
futerssts are concerned, 1o uearly all the import-
ant engagements the Cubansg have been victorious,
The waat of artiilery preveuts the insurgenta gath-
ering all the advantages of thelr Buccesscs, ns,
onee the Spanish troops take refage lo thelr forts

cireumstance that the uimost valor on the part of
the Cubans fails to give the results we naturally look
for, wille the great numerical superiority of the
Spauish army enables the anthorities to conceal
their losses, which are pever made Known when it
can be avolded, No rellance whatever can be

SCOTIA'S SAINT,

AN e
Bt. Andrew and His Votaries in the Lond
o CakesUplebration im His Hounor

Hore.

It is known, from the repeated assurances of her
natives, that the saint of “Irelund's green isie"
“was a genllemsn and came of degent people.'™
1t dare pot be implied that St Andrew was less
refined 1n (natinet, or eame of u poorer stock than
Bt Patrick. From comparison of thelr work, how-
ever, the logical certainty may be deduced, sither
that St Andrew was the more energetio, or that
St Patrick had as hard a task tn Ireland as his
“sainted brether in the faith’ bhad in the many
countries where he labored, 1tis & sorry task to
elevate one saint at the expenss of the other, and
80 let (& be assumed that the Celts were as stead-
fast to their paganism in the time of the snakes A8
they have ever been o other things at modern
periods. Thus our saints are both saved, thongh
Iretand 18 sacrificed to the necessity. 1 soy
carnest Christian irishman ls displeased at the
remedy that has been adopted for the exigency of
the writer, wiiy be may even scandalize St Put-
rick. lIreland’s pugan sons or her Christinn satut,
It 18 immaterial which, so a8 Bk Andrew (8 saved
from evil remark! This |8 the saint's annlversary,
and he must pe glorided, The Scot over bis hag-
gls, the Muscovite over his caviare, and men of
muny other natwons over their peculinr feasts,
would mutter curses st tbhe HEraLp were
St. Andrew slighwed to«lay. He Is almost
upiversally claimed o8 & patron, and s constiiu-
ents are too lermidable jor their hostility to bo
courted. His redes buve been scattered in the
enthnsiustie contention lor them. Except that of
the godly mwan's right arm, the place of daeposit o
none of Sk Andrew's remains s kbown, A plous
mouk, named Hegulus or Ruie, according to tradi-
tion, brougint Lthit prectons relic to Scotlund aod
pinced It @ cliuren which he bullt where the cath-
edral now is in the city of st. Andrews, Traditon
has thus placed Sceotland under the speglal protec-
tion of ot. Audrew and mnde his arm her shieid.
Huaving given the traditions about that saint (L 18
vroper to teil what 18 certiin about him, He was
the brother of Sumon Peter, and pursued with him
the calling of a fisherman on the Lake of Geucsa-
reth,  When John the Baptst began to presch

enance in the desert Andrew went to hear bim.
¢ Hnudly pecame a disciple of St John and went
with bim on his journeyiugs. On the day wien St
Joln, seelng Jesus pass, cried out to lus dizciples,
“Helold the Lamb of God!" Andrew and another
of the group toillowed hiw, Jesus soon spoke to
them, wnd lmmedistely Andrew learned that he
wis the Messiab, and saccepted his invitation to
g0 with hiw on nis uussion of merc{ and salvation.
nenco Andrew 18 styled the Protociat, or First
called.  Apdrew =oon brought Simon, us brother,
to Jesns, who admitted him as & disciple and
guve bun the name of Peter. The brothers
were not immediately called to consiant attend-
Ance upon their Master, but lor sowe time alter-
nuted vhelr callings of bshers in the pure waters ot

and fortifications, they are practically unussatlable |
by men approvided with cannon. It isowing to thls |

placed on the reports of Spanish officers 48 exhib. |

ited to the public; they are lo a!l cases doctored
for political effect,

Perhaps the most threatening fenturs of the pres.
ut sltuation are the uneasiness and Jissontent of

' There 13 little doubt but that the slaves have
| heen instigated to commit these acts by the Caban

| the slave population, whicl in some instances las |
| exhibited itsell in attempts to burn done large dis- |
| tricta—attempta that in part have been successiul |

' laborantes, ns there seems to be g settied determi- ]

| nation to reduce Cuba to & desert state rather than
allow the Spanlards to profit by the great wealsh of
the islund. The late fres at Havana seem to be

& further development of the policy of destruction. |

| The llea of carrying the war into the Western De-
| partment has certalnly been =eriously entertained
| by Cespedes and the Cuban generals, for, although
| the ground |8 not so favorable for gueriila opera-
tions, the amount of damage that could be Indicted
on Spanish interests wouold be much greater than
e injury now caused by the war.
|  Should the insnrgents be able to pat their plans
| into operation the present plensant state of affaira
i the Western Deopartment 18 likely 1o come soon
| to an end, a8 the continued proaperity of trade in

the lukes und of fshers o the turbid waters of sin
for the souls of men. But when they were bluden
to it thoy lelt their nets and followed their teacher
to His death on the cross, St Andrew's name 18
uot poted in the Seriptures alter the Ascension,
et e 18 believed to have disseminated the Chris
tan  doctrine in Asiatic and Europesn Scythia,
‘Thrace, Macedonls, Emrus, Achais. 1t was at
Patrme, iu Achmia, that he is recorded to have
found tnat glorious reward on earth of martyr-
dom Jjor his brave cpdeavors to spread the creed
of love and clemency, 1he manoer ol his martyr-
dom was ol the mose patulul charueter, yet when
he saw that It was a cross upon which he was to
be put to death sparks of eloguent speech cume
irom s mouth in an apostropbe to (0:—*"Hail,
precious crosa, that hast been consecrated by the
bouy of my Lord and adorned with His b2 as
with rieh jewels, | come to thee exulelng and glad §
receive e with joy mito thy arms!”  Tous did be
weloome death and give thanks that It was to be

like  Christ’s, upon the cross,  Bul he wai
not  nuiled upon  the dread nstruoient,
ouly ted with thongs, and leit to perisi

ol the tortures of hnnger and thirat. The sant's
body was honorably nterred by s lady bamed
Maximiua, In the fourth coutury it waa removed
to Byzantiom, or Constantinople, ana placed 1o the
Church of the Apostles. From here the aisposiiion
0l the remains cannot be told with the gssurance

| of trutn, so clonded have the hallowed endeavors of

|

that department is countingent on the absolute |

sibmisstor of the slaves. The indications are that
thits cannot be Jepended on, as, were the restrain-
| Ing force weakeped or withdrawn, s servile In-

surrection weuld in all probability mmmediately

follow. However, the Immediste future of Cubs
| depends on the action of the Cuban volunteers in
I the Spanish service, Should the movement of de-
| sertion continue and assume really large propor-
| tiuns the war will unguestionably epread wesi-
| ward, ang affect eveu the country Iving round Ha-
| vana. At present the Cupan insurgents are pre.
| veated by their comparative infertority In pum-
vers from undertaking serious operations on a
wrge scale; for under the most favorable circum-
glances it must be aifficalt for 10,000 men to make
war against 200,000, which 18 the number of the
combiped wrmy and voluntecrs the Spaniards
claim  to nave Iu arms. Probably owoe-third
0! this foree is wade up of Cubaps, who In secret
are us much opposed to the Spaniurds as are the
insurgents, 1f these men could only make up
their minds to throw themselves into the Cuban
ranks the suppression of the lpsurrection would
| Le rendered well nigh impossible. In the Bayamo
and Manzanillo districts whole villages bave
passed over to the insurgents. The desertion of a
tew thousand men may nol appear very Lnportant,

soldiers, Passing over to thé enemy, they place
themselves in & position from which they cannot

nated, Thelr adhesion, therelore, gives great
moral and material aid to the Insurrection,

In view of theze cireumstances it may safely be
assumed that within the past 12 months the
toue conditions of the Cuban strugele have been
gerlously modifled, and that Spain’s chances or sup-
| pressing the insurrectionsry movement have very
much dimipished, The establishment of the He-
| pubiic in Spain has also caused divisions and
| party struggles in Cuba, which under other forms

of government were unknown, Indeed, 50 badly

have affairs, botn political and military, gone dur-
| ing the past year that the best informed Spaniards
look on the 1sland ss lost Lo Spain. It would be
much better lor Spain il the government had the
courage to wake arrangements either with toas |n-
surgents or seme lo relgn Power to sell the lsinnd,

and #0 terminate o war that in all  prot-
abllity  will drag  on  Indefnitely, ubless
gome compromise  is  efMected. S0 long
44 the Cubinps &are not recognizod s

| belligerents by one of the great Powers they
can never succecd in establishing their ludepen-

of the Important coRst LOWns.
the Spantards cannot hope to put down the insur-

retire, and must elther suceeed or be extermi. |

but It must be remembered that these men are |

dence, Or even in driving the Spanlards from sny |
On the other hand |

rection except siter years of war, and at the ex- |
| penses of sucrifices ol men and money which Spain |

cannot make without incurring absolute ruin.
| I'he sale of the island would enable the Spanish
| Tressury to meet the most pressing demands of
croditors, and would give Spain a new start o the
world, It would conter great advantages on the
nation, while the holding ol Cuba s of proft only to
individuals, and asource of loss botlh in men and
noney to the nution.
| The abolition of slavery in Caba cannnt be long
| teluyed, The resalt will certainly not be beneficial
o the dlave-holding classes. No amount of remu-
| neration could induce any human belng to work
| Bs e slaves and coolies are forced Lo labor under

| the whip of the taskmaker, and the |siang will as-

EVEL Were the islund eaancipated from Spanish
rile the sucial guestion would remaln one o1 ex.
treme dimenity, owing to the mixture of races,
Al preseiit no trouble I8 experienced in the Cuban
Camp Irom L eiroumstance ; but the more intel.
ligent Cubans are Uy no means sure that i the
common bend which unites the Cubans AgRIUAL
Spaln were severed the swame harmony would
coutinue W previdl. The colored people are Loo
numerons to submit to the domivation of the in-
telligent white population. 8o there would arise,
1 All probabllity, constant struggles 1or supremacy
il order wore noi secured by some powerfal neig-
bor, This conviction his grown so strong among
tiie partisans of Cnban independence that the
pmrtf- originally o Iavor of cstabitsting u sepurate
and Inaependent republic In Cobs hies dwindied
down to & lew men, while theé immense majority
wre iu tvor of seeuring 8 well ordered liberty by
annexation to the United m:nt:l .r- o}‘l; r::‘r;uwm'g..
lon thit can restore peace L]
I f.'hn.‘, o JAMEBS 4. U'KELLY,

suredly become less valunble to the Spanlards, But |

the salut’s admirers made the matter.

The only public commemoration of St Andrew’s
Day wul be the 11Tth festival of tho St Andrew's
Sovlety to-morrow evening,

TROTTIHG AT FLEETWOOD PARK.

The track was in very falr condition for trotting
yesterday alternoon and Lwo trotting races came
ofl. The sttendance was small, the weather belng
rather too cold for this kind of sport, and as the
horses want rest and recuperation, the past having
been asevers ssason for most of them.

The first trot called yesterday was for o sweep-
stukes of $300, between John Murphy's chestout
ware Loulse, W, BE. Weeks' sorrel gelding Sorrel
Juke and M, McNamara's bay gelding Eilly Lynch,
Lowse was the favorite previous to the start, out
Sorrel Jake won the first heatl so easily that the
betting chaoged in his favor, and he then had the
call over the fleld. Louise won the sécond heat by
4 head and she was sgain the javorite over the
field. The third was a dead heat, and the mare

&till kept her place in the hetting, hut at increased
odds, 10 to 3 belng current, She won the ffth
heat and the race very cleverly, Billy Lynch being
sgecond (for the first thme), Sorrel Jake third,

Tne second trot was mile heats, best threein
five, under the saddle, for o mateh of 3200, between
John .‘durph:'s bay zuid:ng Charley Green aond W,

% Weeks' gray gelding Tanner Doy, Green was

| the favorite when brougnt on the track, with John

Murphy on his back, at 2to 1. It was discovered,
alter scoring a lew thmes, that Charley Green was
no saddle porse, and bhe was then taken out and
ut in barness. Many pools were sold on Tanner

oy upder the beliel that he could bLeat Charley
Green nnder the saddle, and these people strepu-
ously protested against tee change ol way of
oing, and they were right.  The horse should not
gnve heen allowed to go 1o harness, Such prece-
dents aa these will lead to additional irauds and
complications on the trotting turf, as a mateh
gouid be madle to go a8 they pleased, and one of
the matehmakers might bring his horse on the
track to wagon, aml after getting the pool
pox atuffed in his favor he could take his Lorse
out of the wagon, put & saddle on hm and
go on and win the money. Tanner Hoy beat Char-
ley Green very easily the drst heat, and ths
scemed 1o appease his backers, Tauner Hoy won
toe second heat ag easily a3 he did the first, and
this sent him up in the betting & trifle, but suill
Charley Green had the eall. This seemed strange
to the unsophisticated until the horses were given
the word, when Tanner Boy was pulled to a break,
giving Charley Green a lead lar enough to win,
Chariey went on and led home 40 yards in front of
Tanner Boy. The result of this hest astonlshed
even the most brazen feced shurper on the track.
It wus penerslly concsded that Tanner Boy had
won all the heats toat he could on tius ocoasion,
and the race had to be won by Charley Green, The
Istter won the tourth heat, when durkness having
set in the trot had to be postponed uuntl Monday
next, &t two o’clock in the afterooun, The follow-
ing are the suminaries :.—

FLEETWOOD PARE, Nov. m.—Trr-TImu-ﬂwoclz-
stakes $300, mile hests, best toree* W five, o
liarness,

ENTRIES,

J. Murphy's eh. m. Louise............. 2 1 0 1 1

D. Pfiter’s 4, g. Borrel Jake. .. L1 20 2 %

M. MuNamura's b.g. Bllly Lyneb,..... 5 3 3 3 3

TIME.

Quarter, Half. Mile,

First heat......ooiaee 40 1221l 20N

Second heat,..... i 1 2:40 1%
Third heat........ 0y 12119 e

Fourth bedi... 40 12205 247%

Fifth hewt. . .....o.. vee BBIE 1% a4ty

SAME Dav.—Trotting match, §200, mie heats,

hesl three o five, under the saddie,
John Murphy named b, g Charley tGreen, 2 2 1 1

W, E. Weeks named g g Tanner Boy. .. 1 1 2 2
1
IRslL. Mile,
FIrst heat. ..cocvevvaras an 15 98
=econd heat . t 14
Tnird hiat...... 1:4
Fouurti heat... 1417

PIGEON BHOUTING.

A liwrge party of gentlemen met ol Port Morris
yestorday to witness & pigeon mateh between the
two orack amateurs, Mr. Ernest Staples and Mr,
Louls Livingston, of Colombia county, New York, at
26 mingle birds, Ira Palne's best, for 1400, [y shos,
21 yurds rise, 50 yards boundary.

he following s

THE SCORK,

Srartes—0, 1, L, 1, L, 0L 0, LY, 00,0, 0,0, 0,60,
1, I—Total, 20. Killed, 17 ; missed, i,

LIVINGSTON—0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 1, 1, 1,1, 1, 1, 0,
0, 0=Tuotal, 18, Killed, U; missod, 6,

Staples won the cuoice and wont tothe front
first,

Livingston, having no ehance, gave up the match
when Stuples had shot ai 20 birds,

A GOVERNMENT DEFAULTER.
Boston, Nov, 40 1875,

Crane. of Burlington, Assistannt Caollector of In-
ternal Revenue for the Thira district of Vermont,
1% reported to be s Jdefauniter to the amount of
17,000,  His hondemen, one of whom |8 Senator
Fdmunas, are hmua able to mike good the
amoant embezzled, r. Grane clulms that Jewite,
W forwer Collector, embeyzied the money.

APPOINTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR.

ALBaNy, Nov, 20, 1874,
Governor DIix has appointed Juseph Vanderbilt,

{ ?Jl:ortnpun. wreck madter for Wue gounty of Buf-

A despateh from SL Albans stotes that Anson J. |

THE ARMY.

Annual Beport of fecretary of War
General Belknap.

WasHINGTON, Nov. 29, 1873,

The annual roport of the Seoretary of War showa
that the estimates for military purposes for the
year ending June 50, 1874, were $34,826,378 The
estimatoa for the same purpose for che year end-
ing June 30, 1575, are $54,410,722; tho oxoess of the
pext year over the ourrent ome being $684, 244,
The appropriation for military purposea for the
year ending June 30, 1874, were $32,017,07L It has
been the custom of Congress from time to time Lo
reduce the estimates of the department. 1
have endeavored, alded by the ofioers of the
department and of the army, to keep lhe
expenditures within the limit prescribed by Con-
gre<s; but experience has shown that the amounts
proviously asked for, based on data carerully pre-
pared by chiets of bureaus after amplo considera-
tion, were necessary for the management of the
department. In addition to the usual estimutes
already made the foliowing are submitied for such
acslon as Congress may deem proper to take:—
Armament of forts, .....ocoooviaes
Estimates fur eugiieer purposes.....

1t will be obsorved that among the estimutes fop
the War Department for the next aa woll as
the precediig years many appropriations are
asked tor which sbould pot be classed under
those for the support of the army proper;
for instance, thosg for the observartion and
report of storms, the Ireedmen’s Hospitul, the
seitlement of clahus for horses lost in  the
military service, the collection and payment of
bouaty to colored soldiers, military selesraph lines
in aifferent parts of the country, relunding to
Stites expenses Incurred 1o relsing volunceers,
signal stations at lighthouses, arming and equip-
ping and militis, and numerons other subjec of
ke churseter demand expenditures which cannot
legitimately be charged us peing lor the current
uses of the military establishment. A critieal
‘examination of the expenditures, some of them
authurized by Congreas withonl any recuminends-
tion on the part of thia department, will show
that the totsl expendilures are largely in excess
ol the amount absolutely necessary lor the - sotual
requirements ol the urmy itself,

The gt of March 8, 1873, for the establishment of
o military prison, made no appropriation to meeé

| any of the éxpenses necessary to carry it into effect.
! 1u order, however, that no time might be loat, a

preliminary board, composed only of army oftlcers,
waa constitnted to collect ilormauon and mate-
rial for commencing more delinite labor upon a
plan so soon ws Congress should appropriate
means, This board, o it8 investigatlons, has suc.
ceeded in doing even more than was anticipated,
und, fortunately, two gentlemen [rom civil
I who have devoted much tine  and
gewlons stmdy to  the  subject of Te-
formatory prison discipline bave been found
willing to give a share of their time xrntuitoual{
until sn appropristion shall be made to the wor
of preparing a plan and regolations lor & military
prison, ‘Fois has enabled me to carry out the pro-
visions of the second section of the act by appoints
g the board therein preacribed. Their report
will form the subjoct of & future special comuuni
cition to Congresa,

He recommands that better facilities to obtain
fleld musiclansd be afforded by the passage of an
act authortzing the enlistment of boys not under
12 years ol age, with the consent of their parents
or guardians, and says:—

Lt 18 unnecessary to allude to notorious casey or
efflcient Bervice by music boys, even on the

field of battle, to illustrate their periect
competency lor a4l duties. required ol muosicians,
While they make the best musiclans they

generally at 4 more advanced age have become
most vainable pon-commissiooed ofiicers as the
fruit of their early trainiog. This plan has, too,
the merit of belng ® most useful charity, for 1t
would provide lor muny sons of old soldiers, living
and dead, who now are without alm or object in
Iife, and 1 dsnger of bevoming worthless men;
but who f enlisted would have tne benetly nol only
of tuition in musie, bul algo in the useinl common
branches of education taught as the depot school

The subject ol discharge of mioors who have
enilsted In the army has ever been a perplexing
one. The most stringent prohibitions have been
Il upon recruitiog oficers, and whenever a
minor has psssed from the rendezvous to the
depot and 18 there detected by the Examining
Board he i3 sure to be at once discharged. In
spite of cvory precaution & large nuinber ol young
men, minors in  the cye of the law, but
aciually men, who have been practically
thelr own masters for & consulerable thwe,
do  pass themselves ns of il age, freely
tuke the oati to that efect, nd emuodied in the
contract of enlistment, and are transported at
couslderable expeuse to regiments. Here, on the
least dissatisfaction or aiter the commiasion of
some crime involving punlsnment, they forthwith
WriLe to tLeir parents, who have hitherto, periaps,
vestowed but littie care upon them, anil 4 moving
u{:peal I8 made to tne deparfment (or their dis-
charge, sSince the passage of the act of Muay 15,
1872, the department has judged that it bad no dis-
eretion left, and wheu the prool of munority
I8 clear, and the consent of the parent
or gusrdian  hes  not  been  oblained, &
discharge [s lnvariably given. Since the passage of
the sct referred to, and up to June 3u, 1573, 296
applications tor discharge from this cause have
been received. Great expense to the government,
as well a8 (requent evasion ol punisument and the

vonseguent  disorganization of necessary milk-
tary discipline, s thereby caused. or s
the ostensible object ol Lhe pareuts to re-

cover the chulld etficcted, because the latter is dis-
charged hundreds  of miles from home, #nd even if
disposed to return, whicn is seldom the case, has
not the pecuniary means. He suggests that some
wetion be taken towuard the passage of a positive
law to ponish recroits who have deceived recruit-
Ing officers by ialsely swearing to their age or
ﬁhyﬂlcal condition, and says:—*In my judgment

@ should ve i nediately turned over to a proper
tribunal, and the United States lam ofMcer in
whose district a reeruit may have committed an
offence should be required to prosecute him lor
the (alse oath he nas taken and for the great ex-
pense be has given the goveroment.,

The practice, whicn prevailed to a considerable
exient, of ariny ofticers vislting the seat of govern-
ment during the session of Congress, atiempting
to influence legislation by Interviewing members
of Uongress, and presenting business that should
only be brought to thelr attention through the
head of the Executive Departinent, became such a
serious evil that on March 15, 1874, 1 caused an
order o be lssued directing that no ofMoer, elther
sactive or retired, shall, directiy or Indirectly,
without being called upon by proper authority,
anlicit, saggest or recommend action by members
of Congress, for or agalust military widuirs,  Th
necessity for this order was appurent. Members
of Congress have fﬂ!tﬁlen!ly brought the subject to
my attention and have mule compiaint, very
justly, ol tbhe persistent efforts mude with them

ersonally to infinence their views on legisiation.

'ue order, as it itself says, i3 not intended to pre-
clnde oMeers from lllustrating or expounding s
measure belore Congress which may have received
favor or sanctlion of the Fresident, the Secre-
tary of War or the Geoeral of the Army.
Tne experience of officers when s0  used
I8 and wil be viewed as vaiuable, but
it wns and 18 Intended to restrain ofMicers from
urging ‘their views o an lmproper manner apon
members of Congress, and in conaummf the time
of those Intrusted with the necessury legislation
ol the government, That order will be enlorced so
far a4 1t lies within my power and authority to we-
complish it,

He next refers to his tour of inspection throngh
the Department ol ‘lexss in  company with
Lientenasot  General  Sheridan, last  spring,
wnd speaks in high terms of the eMciency
and good conduct of the tioops there
stationed, At several of these posts, where bhowl
wiite and colored soldiers were stationed, the
general good conduet and fine military appear-
wnce of all the troops composing the garrisons
were prominent to a marked degree.

In section 24 of the actof July 15, 1870, the pay
of officers of the army was established, and prov-

sion was made that the sums therein specitied
‘ shiould be in full of all commutation of Iuel,

forage, servant hire and clothing, lungevity
| rations and  all  allowipces  of every name
| and nature whatever, and should be puid monthly
L by the Paymaster, Further legisiation 8 necessary
| to defiue the scope of this provision—whether it s
intended to juciude certaim things, such a8 trans-
portation in Kind of omoeers' servants and trans-
portation of officers’ horses and buggage, author-

1404 i the regulations belore |ts passage, but not

leld Lo be emolumonts; or does |L huve relerence
wimpiy to muney siowauces then recelved by om-

cers of the army *

During the past year the five Inspectors General
of the army bhave made careiul wnd thorough in-
spections in the Departments of the South, Texas,

Issoury, Gull, Arizons, Dakota and Columbia, ex-

Ccepting Alusks. 1o the Departments of Arlzona,

Texas, Dagots and Columbia o thorough e Xamina-

‘ tion wus made into the condition of the personnet

and material of the army at all the remote and
widely dixpersed posts, statious and depots within
the imits of those departments, with the egcep-
I tion of Alasks, embracing 111 millln; NOKLA, gar-
risoned by 18 regiments of infantry, 17 companics
of arcilery and 8 regiments of cavalry.
serutinizing exmmimations bave been made hy the
Inspectors General of the accounts of all the
aicers wio have made important disbursements
of public woney dul-mﬁ the year. The funds re-
ved and expended by thom, with the balances
reported  due the Uniied Stés, have beon care-
fully verified by ofcinl statewentss recelved from
the Trensury Departinent and de tories, and
under this system it i hardly posaible that s detal.
cation or fraud ou the part of distaraing oMecrs of
this department can eacape timely detection,
Since the close of thie wiae, In the Quartermaster's
pepsrtment much time snd Inbor have beon be-
wiowed upon the examination and settioment of
the wccounts of oMeers for disbursements made
during the rebellion sod since 118 oloss. Most of
these mccounis have been adjusted, and the wo-
cuunts of dishursing oMcers of thal department
are now examined promptly as received. Within
the past two years 1 have caused forms and
mothods of business o this department Lo be sim-
piified, to the adven of the service and the
reliel of the oMoeera, Much diMonlty Is experionced
in keeplog the ex of the Qnartermaster's
L Ve * withyn the amounts ApRIvpriated Ly

Congreas; And so apparent was (1 during the pass
fiscnl yoar that the appropriation for barrnceks and
gsﬂon would not sdmit of any expenditure

m_that wnrgfnmnn beyoud “the paymenk
of rents ol flices and  hire of quiarters
for m;& that 16 wsas found necessury
ouarly In the spring to entirely arrest any
work upon repair and consiruotion of barracka
and guorters. Notwithstanding this nooesssary
:v::I :n s measure, whish involved much incon-

need of repalr,
much lh‘:tr“‘d {o the melemency of the weather,
the itiea have, to & small amounrt, exceeded
the sum sppropriated, The Secrotary recommends
that sn sliowance of ‘EI} per month be made to
wm::u of the line detalled as acting asslatant

Ol the fmr railronds, which, at the close of the
war, under executive orders, purchased from this
Departmens railroad matsrial to she appra
vilue of over $7,500,000, 30 of them have pald thelr
debts In fail. The re 20_are still in our
debt to the amount of §4,028, The rotal amount
coliccted from these snles, with interest and ex-
penses, hus thus far been §5,116,006,

He recommends the of & law which will
enable the department to collecs from the Post U
floe Department the postal earnings of several of
these delnquent rajlroads. The bonds of the roads
#iven st the time of the purchase, pledge them Lo
use these earnings in hquidation of shelr debts,
but they refuse and persistently iect to give to
the Postmnster General necessary formal oraers o
turn over the funds to Lhis depariment.

e also recommends an ar.troprliﬂo‘n to con-
tinue the present experiment of the artesian well
ot Fort D, A, Kussell, believing o series ol Oowing
wells to the people of Colorado, Wyoming, Mon-
tuna nnd Dakota will be of importance upon the
development ol Lthelr materinl interests,

In regnrd to headstones for soldiers’ graves in
the national cemeteries he Btales that coniracts
have been awarded. Particular care has been
taXen to have these headstones permanent when
once erepted. The entire coss of tnese slabs and
blocks under the contracts awarded, should the
be entered into by the successiul bidders,
smount to $T70,045,

He recommends that the §100,000 sgmnrl-
ated by Conuress for the erection of & depot al
San Aotonio be used to purchase or rent such
posts in Texas a8 may be lound actually needed,
umr:.beln: no necessity to erect a depol at tha

1

He alko recommends an act to be passed author-
1zing the Issue of tobacco to the ¢nlisted men of
the army 88 a component part ol the army riation,
@8 DeAr 48 mAy be in Amount egual L0 that suthor-
tzed to be sold to them,

The recommenaation made in former years 1a re-
newed that the catalogue wnd tables Of the sna-
tomical section of the Army Medical Museum be

ubiished in & style sumilar “to Martau's “Crania

mericans.” A bill for this pur];uue passed one
honse of Congress during the 18sl session, but
fuiled to become a iaw, E

‘The Hecretary thinks it Is absolutely nece
for the weliare of the serviee that the medic
coram be opened to appointment and promotion.

Allusion 18 made to the recommendation to the
Paymustet General lor legislation providing lor an
Increase of the present foree of paymasters, There
are now but 44 1n the service, The Paymaster Gen-
erial recommends the number to be ixed by law at
6%, ana that promotions and new appointments pe

we

The corpa of englneers have been actively en-

aged on the defensive works of our coasts, upon
Eurbcr anud river improveenia and the surveys
for them, and for the protection of the navigable
waters o the United States against deterioration,
whether from bridging or other csuses; upou the

eodetic  and  hyarographle survey of the
Akes, upon surveys lor the delences of the
copsts, upon military surveys and recon-
noissances In the interior, upon uaogra{\hlcal
and geologleal explorations, npon publie bulldings
aud grounds in the District of Columbla, upon the
construction of lighthonses and upon the demarcas
tion of the boundary beiween the Unlied States
and Great Britwm,

The works projected and approved for the modi-
fication and strengthening of our sea coast de-
[ences and fortifcations have been advanced
with 4 rapidity  consistent  with  economy
and efciency, and the works for our prin-
cipal hurbors now contain quite a number or

latiorms ready for their arimaments of guns of-the
argest calibre. Heavy guns, mounted in covered
w04ltions along the shores of the mlets to onr har-
Hors, UKL always be the basis of any succesaiul
delence, and worka projected and (n course ol con-
gtruotion showld be prosecuted to completion and
be suitably armed. With the smail appro-

{rriatlons granted for the trial of torpedoes,
nvesiigations on  this  subject have been
continued to the benefit of our system of

submaring mines. This accessory lor the delence
ot harbyrs in recent years has geveloped into one
of great importance among maritime Powers ; and
1o investigate recant electrical methods and sys-
tems of torpedoes, as well as to procure certain
materiala, two oflicers of engineers were sent dur-
Ing the summer to Europe. The resulls of their
mission are a collection of valuable information on
the subyect, and asaving ol expenditure to the
government,

The river and harbor Improvements mentioned
in the last named report have been continued, and
the works and surveys conpected therewilh have
been carried on during the past year with vigor.
Sectiou 3 of the Hiver snd Harber act of March i,
1873, directed that & repurt be mude upon the

practicabllity of bridging the channel be-
tween Like Huron and Liks Frie,
without material injury to the Interests

ol navigation, and upon the number and eharacter
of vessgis navigating that channel. Tne subject
has been committed to a board of experienced en-
ﬁmnsr officers, who are now engaged upon It 16
expected that their report will be reeeived dur-
iug the early puart of the session of Congress.
carrying out the provisious of recent acts of Con-
gress anthorizing the construction of bridges
attention has been called to the et thut certain
bridges have been  built, and that one
is now being constructed across the navi-
gable woters of the United BStates without an
authority ol law, and that one of these parties is
now construeting a bridge under anthority cluimed
to be derived [rom acis granting the ht of way
for railronds througi public lands an nnti
lands to aia in the constraction of a road charte
by State authority. In view of the provisions of
more recent aets of Congress, requiring the Secre-
tary of War to maintasin a supervision over the
loeation and econssruction of bridges crossing
navigable waters of the United States, In order
that the luterests of navigation sball be
protected, 1 feel It my duty to invite
the attention of Congress to this subject, and to
suggest such genersl legislation g may be deemed
necessary jor the preservation of the great natural
channels of commerce, In this connection the
Secrstary recommends that the act suthorizing
the construction of & bridge across the Arkansas
Iuver at Little Rock, Ark., approved May 31, 1872,
be repealed, fur the reason that a bridge con-
struocted in complisnee with its terms would mate.
rially obstruct and impair the navigation of the
river.

The survey of the lakes has been continued with
sucecess during the season.

The survey ol Lake Michigan has been pushed
lorward nearly to completion, and that of the St.
Lawrenee Hiver has been extended nearly to Lake
Untarlo. Other portions of the survey are in satis-
facLory progress,

The commission appointed by the President to
examine and report upon a system of irrigation in
e San Josquin and Sucramento valleys, in Califor-
nia, met und orgamzed in San Francisco in May,
aud proceeded at ouce to examine the valleys in
question and the streams emptying into them,
At e end of June they made
satisfuctory progress. They are stlll engaged in
the collection of information to enable 'nem to
render o lull report upon the subject of their in-
veatigation.

Rejerring to the report of the Chief of Ordnance
calling attention to the argnments wvoriug a re-
peal of the law prohibiting promotions in the
Ordnanoce Corps, the Scoretary H

“Tneir clating 0 promotion appeal strongly o
the attention of Congress.”

A bourd of experienced ofMeers, of which Gen-
eral A. H. Terry was president, was convened in
Heptember, 1872, for the selection of & breeci-load-
mﬁsjuam Ior the muskets and carbines of the
military service, After an exhaustive trinl of ail
the systems presented, the Board selected the
:!?rlnrneld hreech-loading system  as the one
of aill those brought before 1t which is best

calculsted to meet the demands of our mih-
tary service.  Tbhe report  of  the  board
was approved, aod the Springdeld system of

breech-loader will hencetorth be used for muskets
and carbines of the army. At the same time the
calibre ol all small arms for the service—rifles,
carbines and revolvers—has been fixed ut 4 5100 of
wn anch. I 18 now  w guestion  of  grave
importance  whether npew arms of the ae-
cepted system shail not be made at onee
in sulicient quantitics for g reserve supply in case
of war, and to this end an appropriation of §500,000
bas been asked jor the pext fiscal year for the
manufacture, together with the materisls now on
hand, of abous 5,000 aris,

The anwoual appropristion of $200,000 for arm-
ing lpll equippiog the miitie, an amount Axed
by Congress  during the early part of the
ceptury Is now found inadeguate, by reason of the
greal inerease of the :||utnl.lon. to supply the
wants of the wnole body of the militia; and it is
therelore recommended that the appropriation
for that purpose be increased in a manoer pro-
!mrumum to the incresse of the populition since
le passage of the wet of 1808 providing for the
distribution of arms to the militin of the country,

1 feel great hesitation i recommending -
ereaged appropriations at this time, ot 1 deem it
my duty o way that the armament of our seaconst
delences, which Involves the question of the de-
fence of our prineipal  seaboard  cities from
nttack In case of war with a naval Powoer, I8
#subject demunding the earnest  aftention of
Cougress. ‘The principal cities on our const are
inn very delencelens state, and the tedious and
COAtly work of preparation cannot be eommencod
on Lhe breaking out of & war with the ho
of accomplishlng any adequate resnit,  The
work must ba do in  time of
peace, withont walting for su ungertain period fn
ReRrch after perfection in gun construction, The
importance ol this subject increases with the earn-
8t and combined efforta on the part of wll nations
to mupply their jorts with she most lmproved
armament, and should war find this country
without n proper delence against the iron.
clads  and their  groat ny the responst-
biity cannot rest upon 1 dﬂﬂrlﬂﬂ!'ﬂhﬂ
the Importance of this lulgaut has oiten been
hmu&u to the attention of Congress, An lz&ru-
printion of §1,449,682 18 eatimated lor by the Chier
of Ordnance for the next fscal year for the pur.
chase of smooth-bore ﬁllll sid for carrisges,
which sum will provide for oug-sixth onl

—_
bo for the fortifieations  whiel
will m: by the 20ih of June, 1874, ‘this
amount 18 not em d lu the rocular estimated
of appropriations lor the army, bul it I8 o cabjeet
af great Luportance, and lhmuwnnn of this up
propristion 18 respectiully submitted.

The heavy rifled guns sélected for fabrioation snd
test, under the net approved June 6, 1872, are now
in progress of manofucture and will be com-
pleted during the winter, Valuable informn
tion aud experience are to gut
in the trinl of thess guns, the
result most probably lending to the early adoption
ol &n effective rife ot suitalilo calibre lor the ser-
vice, and, In this conncclion, I would recommend
the purchase of o suitable pnmnr ground lor the
proper trinl of tnese experimental heavy guns.
The oheapness of cast iron and the marked prog-
ress, attained in the manninoture of gunpowdes
In the past year' mduce s recommendation thas

an a8 of 76,000 be anted, &0
be -"ﬁ'ﬁ:&" t:'wu the rﬂ'nltlou af:Tl trial of
12-inch ocast (ron rifled cannon, that the

capabilities of the metal for ride constructions of
large calibre may be put to the fullest tost, in the
hope that its prac utilizntion for this purpose
may be conclusively assured or denfed. The powder
in the hands of the department |8, on account of
ihe want ol proper storage, concentratod in a large
part |n the magazines ol our seacouat fortificutions,
while poder the searching influences of the salk
wir 1t 18 raplaly nudergoing deterioration. For its
hetter preservalion u large powder depot should
be establisued in Some reglon where neither
g:mln 3%1' - mt:mllltl;ar::;l ‘:oula be  eR-
ngere ro upp tion
of 310000 & i minended for $he DRrohase Df &
puitaple site and commencement of mag-
azines, The ambolitlon of some of the
smaller arsenals and the application of
the procecds of their sale to the erection of
& large arsenal of proper construction on the
Atlantic coast, 15 agaln urged, on strong economi-
cal grounds, and it 18 recommended that & law be
passed authorzing the Secretary of War to make
o sale of any of the smaller arsenals at such times
a8 would be most advantageous to the govern-
ment, and to apply the proceeds as suggrsted,

The department feeld much embarrassment,
arising Irom oonflicung  cluims  founded on
alleg int ments of patent rights in the

ringe

eonstruction of breech-londing guns at the
national  armory.  The ofMcers of the Ord-
nance corps, In the execution of their oMelal
duties, are seriously annoyed by private actions
for damogea tngtituted by persons clauming to hold
valil patents which have been iniringed in the
rodncrions of the government armory, and some
egislation seems 1o be reguired to enable the
department to dispose of the claims.

cretary Belknap embodies a synopais of the
operations of the Signal Burean, puolished in tue
HErALD a low days since, and adds :—The asper-
taned comparative accarncy of deductions
from reports styled “Probabllities” has becn mors

clearly presented in this than in preceding
years. The ﬂamnmge ol verifications has been
mathematically computed for each of the geo-

gruphlcal districta mentioned In the reports,

epurtment acknowledges as in previous years the
general mp?ort of tne popular dpinion of scientific
men and of the press in 1ts eflorts anccessfily to
carry on this wor Errors have occurred, bul it
has been generally recognized as Inevitable

that some must occur 1o the prosend
condition of gsclence, The great  uelld
of the work |8 no longer doubted.

romise of whioch
Le hoped for.

It has achiéved resnlts the
o few yours ago could hardly

It 18 entioned in  epouocction  with  this
subject thal arrangements have becn made
with the meteorological ofticea of Kus-

sig, Englund ane Turkey to commence January
1, 1874, nn exchangs with the United States of the
daily reports Laken simultaneously at the differens
stutions throughout the great extent of tne Rus-
slin and Turkish Ewmpires, the British Islanda ana
the United States. The co-operation of the sys-
tems of other natlons I8 expectod.

My annual inspection of the amairs ol the Milita)
Academy and corps of eadets in June last disclose
a very creditable state of discipline and an atten-
tion to study very commendable in the cadets,

The Secretary recommends, A% thers |8 no
Assistant Secretary for the War Department,
the passuge ol a law which will {:i:l‘mll- the
Secretary of War to authorize the chiel olerk,
in vase of illness or otner temporary abscoce of
the head of the department, to sign requisitions
and urt‘Ilmr papers deemed necessury lor unmediate
signature,

n_concluslon he refers to the fact that by joint
resolution of Congress the Secretary of War

wns  required to appoint & competent per-
gon  to srrapge  and  prepare  for  publi-
cation omMeinl  documenta  relating o the

rebelilon and operations of the army duming

tue wur, and to submit a plan of Sald publiGation
and estimates of the cost thereof to Congresa ai

Its  then mnext  gession. person  wos
appolnted to assume this  work, who was
to receive a compensation of $2,500 per annuin.
Although the appointment was made at the time,
no acceptance was  flled and no  action
was taken toward thefarrangement and pub-
Lication of the records. As the appointmens
under previous leglsiation cannot now be made,
for the reason that the act prescribed that the p;{;
ments  should cease in two  years alter 1

passage, this lerislation shonid be revived
and the Secretary of War authorized to make
tue npgolntmﬁm. This 18 & great national work
of much historieal value, snd constant, dailly ob-
servation and experience render it evident thag
early sieps should be taken to collect and prepare
theas Yast and important materiais lor pablication

General Sherman’s Report.
WasHiNaTON, Nov, 29, 1873

The following I8 the report of General Bher-
man :—

HEADGUARTERS OF THE ARMTY,
ASHINGTON, Nov. T, 1878,
To Hon, W, W, BELENAP, SBecretary of War :—

Bik—I have the houor herewith Lo snbimit & Ftate-
ment showing the organization and actual atrength
of enhisted men In the army, complled from the
oMeial returns, up to the latest date, and Invite
your attention to the recapitulation, showing
25,5856 enlisted men of eavalry, artihery and in-
fantry and 3,970 non-combatants—the whole ag-
pregating 20,505, or 405 less than the number,
30,000, limised by law. In the aotive reguments the
number of men stck and on the necessary detalla
aboot the posts will fully equal 26 per cent, so that
the actunl strengfh for miiitary service does nos
exceed 10,052 men,

In order that the regular army shoula falfl it
arduous daties on the Irontler, as also form the
model on whien to shape the volunteers and
militla loree of the United States, Iearneatly reo-
ommend that the Congress be asked to fix the
lmmit of the enlisted force at such o figure as wiil
give 30,000 for the reglments of the line, and to
provide npeelﬂcall‘v‘ for the non-sombatant detagh-
ments, fuch as the Engineer battalion, the Ord-
uance Department, West Point detachments,
Stgnal Department, ordnance und commissary ser-
Eeants, o the same mauner a2 has been done for
the nospitial stewards,

The arcillery reglments have an organization
different trom the |Infantry—viz, 12 Lot
teries w o reglment; but of these, only one I8
equipped and lunu‘nc{ed a8 & battery of wrtillery,
the other 11 cumpanies of each reglment being
armed with muskets and instructed as intantry.

In order to simplify the orgunigation to spply the
new tactics (now approach completion) to all
arms of the service alike, with your approval, [
bave ordered the word ‘battery" uppg'. techol-
cally, o such only as are provided with horses and
gung, and all others to be called “companies,'
Some of the artilery oflicers think the act of July
24, 1666, eulitles them to the name ‘‘battery,’
whether they have gons or pot, and It might l'u
well to ask & modification of the law #0 a8 to read—
“battery or companuy'' for the artillery regiments,
to correspond with the words “troopa or com-
pany" used for the eavalry In the same act,

The number of regimental commissioned ofMcers
on duty, or belonging to the several deparcments
and divisiens, namber, in the aggregate, 1,632;
{Jr:]al:gt for duty, 1,234; absent on leave or de-

ar h o

The foregoing does not Include the 31 second
lieutenants, recently upfoinwd from eivil llre, now
under ordsrs to Jown thelr regiments,

I now enclose the annual reports of the division
and department commanders, copies of which have
been subipiteed 1o you as recelved,

The military divisions embrace the whole ares of
the United States, and these reports inciude the
aets of il the regular army, leaving nothing to be
sd:l{nl by way ol bistory of the events during the
past year,

The reports of all the department commanders,
With the exeeption of that of the Departinent of
t.huLL‘ulumhlu. not yet recelved, are wlso herewith
sen

No part of the army 18 ander my immediate con-
trol, and the existing army regnlations devolve on
the Secretary of War, the actusl command of the
military peace establishment and all responstbllicy
thereol, %o that 1 forbear making any furthes
recommendations or report.  Very respectfully,
your vbedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN, General.

RESIGNATION OF SENATOR CASSERLY.

HAN Frascigco, Nov. 20, 1873
The following letter wuas received GLhis aftems

noon :—
NAN FRANCISCO, Nov. U8, 18T
Tu&llun, NEwTON Hoorn, Governor of Californis,
0y Jo,

DEar Sin—I hereby resign my unexpired term
in the Senate of tne United Stales as Senntor for
Calllornin, TR resignation to take effect 1mmedl-
ately, ko that the Stae Legislature, which meets
on the 148 o next month, muay 11 the yacaney, As
my lutimate friends in the Senate well know, I
nive Jong desired to withdraw trom that body, and
#t the same time to withdraw wholly from puillta
and politieal Hie, My dntues on both wdes of the
vontinent have demanded of me and have received
RO mgeh attention as to generally impair my
health and compel me to peglect my Private amsire.
The lntter consideration is not a controlling one,
but the condition of my health |8 such a8 Lo lead
me to seriously doubt niy strength to discharge the
wrduous duties of u Senator from Callfornis.

1 have deierred earrying ont my deaire unl the
present time, when botn objects may be aecom-
nlr:‘nhtid at once, and when ‘lm:at. ',.‘:,. U':ltle_;l!.lunt
ahout to weel, may elect Wy suoce . -
spectiuily, o K. UWBI(PI{T.

Mr. Ousserly led the majority of hia pariy hers
in oppoaition Lo the railrosd monopeiy; but that

Majority I8 in the minority 1o the Legisintore, and
mtnlfllt ‘got nave been able to effect Elll re-eleation
in_a triangular mnml“wlm Hooth on one Aldp.

The general opinion 18 that his resignation will
operate isvorably for Booth and disastrously te the
Achemes the rallrond Interedt as jald by Bilke

arr, holr oluer Polivical sgonk,



